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Philadelphia, February 17, 1809.

Sir,

THE present state of the commerce of the United States, arising out of the conduct of the belligerent
powers, having shown our wants, and pointed out the necessity of calling to our aid such of the natural
productions of the country as our knowledge and research might enable us to discover; with a view to this
important object, we particularly solicit your attention to the article of Antimony, which is essential in the
manufacture of Printing Types, and which has not hitherto been discovered in this country. Bismuth would
also be a great acquisition, and profitable to the owner of the mine. As it is highly probable that articles,
which abound in so many parts of Europe, are not totally wanting in this extensive country, we earnestly
request you to make the necessary inquiries in your neighbourhood, and, should you discover any thing
which promises a favourable result, to transmit an account of it to us.

We are, respectfully, BINNY & RONALDSON, Letter Founders.

Binny & Ronaldson. Phila Feb. 17, 09. rec d Feb. 25
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